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FOREWORD
Canterbury�s transport network has been built over generations. Today it provides us with access to economic and 
social opportunities; however, change is constant and economic growth and our changing population demand ongoing 
investment to meet the future transport needs of the region. 

Safety, resilience and the long-term sustainability of our transport choices must also be addressed. These issues are and 
will remain a key part of providing for the future.

This Plan, prepared by the Regional Transport Committee (RTC), outlines the current state of our regional transport 
network and the challenges we face now and in the future.  The priorities re�ect the context of regional, national and 
international events and trends.   The programmes and projects in it are the regional responses to these challenges and 
include actions for Canterbury�s regional and district councils and the New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA).  

Rex Williams 
Chairman, Canterbury Regional Transport Committee
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This RLTP will enable a more comprehensive and integrated approach to meeting regional transport challenges by laying 
the foundations for a more collaborative planning and investment environment that involves all transport providers. 
It also supports moves to advocate for legislative and policy change where the Committee feel it is needed, as well as 
secure investment for the region�s transport system to ensure Canterbury maximises its potential and contribution to 
national wellbeing.
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Between 2008 and 2012 the surrounding 
area�s agricultural economy�s real GDP grew 
by 30% (from $758m to $983m) driven by 
increased contributions from Ashburton, 
Selwyn, Hurunui, Timaru and Waimate 
districts. Dairy volume expansion over the 
decade to 2010 was worth $590 per person 
in the Canterbury region compared to $270 
in Waikato. The estimated net farm gate 
contribution of irrigation on Canterbury�s 
GDP increased from $335m in 2003 to 
$1,394m in 2012, driven by expansion in 
areas with access to irrigation from 287,000 
to 444,777 hectares and an increase from 
gross margins per hectare associated with 
access to irrigation.  

Manufacturing is also a key component of the Canterbury economy, particularly transport and machinery equipment, 
food and beverage. Christchurch is the manufacturing hub, with particular strengths in machinery and equipment 
manufacturing and chemical, minerals and metal manufacturing.

Tourism is another key aspect of the Canterbury economy and provides a pivotal role in the wider tourism o�ering of 
the south island. Airfares and international tourist spend now outstrips dairying as New Zealand�s prime source of 
export earnings, quoted in Statistics New Zealand data as $13.5 billion�. In Canterbury, whilst the Christchurch industry 
continues to rebuild following the earthquakes , the remainder of the region has performed strongly and emphasises 
the need for good transport links between Christchurch and other key tourism destinations across Canterbury and in 
neighbouring regions. 

Transport plays a key role as enabler for each sector of the regional economy. E�cient and e�ective transport for the 
movement of inputs and outputs of these sectors, as well as for service industries and employees, plays a critical role 
in economic productivity, keeping costs down and contributing to international competitiveness. This is crucial for New 
Zealand as a trading nation some distance from our main markets.

OUR TRANSPORT SYSTEM

Land
Canterbury is well serviced by 14,220 km of council owned and operated local roads established over generations by 
local authorities to provide access to rural land, visitor destinations and small and large settlements. These networks are 
a mix of unsealed and sealed roads, mainly with two lanes but in busier urban centres like Christchurch, Ashburton and 
Timaru, four lane roads to manage volumes e�ciently and safely.

AREA % SHARE OF REGIONAL 
POPULATION

% SHARE OF REGIONAL ROAD 
NETWORK BY LENGTH

ROAD DENSITY (LENGTH /  
LAND AREA)

Kaik�ura 0.6 1.3% 0.10

Hurunui 2.1 9.2% 0.17

Waimakariri 9.3 9.8% 0.70

Christchurch 63.6 14.8% 1.66

Selwyn 8.3 15.8% 0.39

Ashburton 5.8 16.9% 0.43

Timaru 8.1 10.8% 0.63

Mackenzie 0.8 4.5% 0.10

Waimate 1.4 8.4% 0.38

State Highways - 8.4% -

8  Source: Tourism Industry Association and Statistics New Zealand, Tourism Satellite Account 2015.
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The area’s agricultural economy’s 
real GDP grew by 30% driven 
by increased contributions from 
Ashburton, Selwyn, Hurunui, Timaru 
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Canterbury has 1,330 km of State Highways (owned and operated by the NZTA) that provide access between points 
of national signi�cance, as well as providing inter-regional connections to Otago, West Coast and Marlborough. State 
Highway 1 runs north � south linking Picton to Blu� and in places north and south of Kaik�ura is nestled between steep 
hillsides and the Paci�c Ocean. The Christchurch motorways Roads of National Signi�cance (RoNS) programme is 
underway in Christchurch and scheduled for completion by 2020. They will introduce signi�cant journey time reliability 
improvements on State Highway 1, State Highway 74 and State Highway 76.

Public transport networks are provided in Greater Christchurch and Timaru. The greater Christchurch network was 
severely impacted by the earthquakes of 2011 and continues to be disrupted by road repairs. The network has been 
re-designed to operate in a more e�cient way and better serve the changes in land use that have merged since 2011, 
however land use change and workplace dislocations are ongoing, and this has impacted on public transport patronage, 
with numbers yet to recover to pre-earthquake levels. Outside of Greater Christchurch and Timaru, rural public transport 
in the form of community vehicle trusts have emerged where scheduled buses services and taxi services are not 
sustainable. These community led initiatives make available a vehicle for booking and are partially supported, alongside 
fares, by the regional council through a local rate agreed annually by the community. Thirteen such trusts now exist 
across Canterbury and more are in various stages of development.  

In most urban areas taxi companies provide on-demand private transport services. These o�er an e�ective private 
transport option for people who enjoy the convenience of a private vehicle but do not wish to use, or do not have, their 
own. Aside from these point to point journeys, taxis can also form part of a multi-modal journey, for example as the �nal 
leg of a trip made primarily by plane, bus or coach.

The region also has a Total Mobility scheme, which assists eligible people with impairments to access appropriate 
transport to enhance their community participation. This assistance is provided in the form of subsidised door-to-door 
transport services wherever scheme transport providers operate. Within Canterbury, Total Mobility services are available 
in Greater Christchurch, Ashburton, Timaru and Waimate. In each of these areas, a subsidy is currently set at 50 per cent 
of the fare up to a maximum of $35 per trip.

A signi�cant amount of urban roads have bicycle facilities within the same corridor, either beside tra�c lanes or 
separated from them, alongside footways. In Christchurch, separated cycle paths are signi�cant in places, with a further 
13 under development through a $200m programme of investment in Major Cycle Routes. 

Rail
The rail network plays an important role in transporting people and freight around the region, and from plant to port.  
Rail plays a signi�cant part in moving large volumes of export products for key commodities within the south island.

There is 650 km of rail network across the region, with links north to Picton and south to Dunedin and beyond. The 
midland line provides a rail link through the main divide to Greymouth and points in between. These lines are primarily 
used to move freight in the form of coal from the West Coast to the port of Lyttelton, as well as a range of other 
containerised products and logs. Passenger services operating primarily as scenic visitor experiences also operate daily 
year round between Greymouth and Christchurch; and seasonally between Picton and Christchurch. These form an 
important part of the tourism landscape in the region.

Air
Christchurch International Airport Limited (CIAL) is the tourism gateway to the South Island and provides a signi�cant 
contribution to both the Canterbury region and the South Island as a whole, with the total airport operation employing 
more than 5,500 employees across a diverse range of companies.

An economic assessment in 2012 identi�ed that Christchurch Airport contributed to the generation of $1.8 billion in 
regional GDP, representing 7.1% of the total GDP in the Canterbury region and supported employment for 9.7% of the 
region�s workforce. CIAL is seeking to grow the economic development of both the region and the South Island, by 
pursuing growth in airlines visiting Christchurch and international passengers holidaying in the South Island and through 
being a catalyst to growing the wider South Island visitor economy. 

There is also a commercial airport in Timaru located 12.6km north of the city. It is the main airport in South Canterbury, 
with daily �ights between Timaru and Wellington. Timaru airport has the capacity to take more �ights and larger aircraft, 
including for freight.
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Sea
Lyttelton Port of Christchurch (LPC) provides handling and stevedoring services for containers and bulk cargoes. The 
container trade has grown signi�cantly in recent years and the port handles a large proportion of the South Island�s 
imports, with Christchurch being a major distribution centre. The port is also equipped for bulk cargoes and is the 
biggest coal export port in New Zealand. The port is also a key part of the CIAL�s supply chain receiving and storing jet 
fuel that is trucked to the airport. LPC operates two inland port sites in Christchurch at Woolston and Rolleston. The port 
itself is undergoing a signi�cant rebuild following extensive damage as a result of the earthquakes. Recon�guration and 
expansion forms part of this rebuild, including consideration of the potential future return of cruise ships which are a key 
component of the regional tourism o�ering.

Port of Timaru (PrimePort) also has signi�cant port infrastructure including large areas and particularly cold stores. 
Container handling facilities and services in partnership with the Port of Tauranga are available. Port of Tauranga o�ers 
a feeder service to the extensive global services operated from Tauranga. The Port of Tauranga also operates an inland 
port at Rolleston that provides a container feeder service to the Port of Timaru. PrimePort also handles dry bulk and 
break bulk cargo, and is a key import and export gateway for bulk liquids including fuel and inputs to food processing. 
PrimePort also handles logs and timber products, as well as large volumes of exports, including ocean �sh, meat, dairy 
fruit and vegetables.

Strategic Railways

Tourist destination

Strategic Roads

FIGURE �: THE CANTERBURY REGION AND KEY TRANSPORT ROUTES
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